
 
 
 
 
 
 

IRO Workshop Memorandum 
 

Pursuant to the task IRO had been asked to perform, the representatives of the various 
countries and organisations were invited to this Workshop to discuss the requirements 
specified for dogs deployed in different international missions. The event was arranged in 
Fire Department 2 of the capitol city Wiesbaden. Participants from 17 countries were 
present. (List can be downloaded separately) 

On Friday the event was honoured by the presence of e.g. Ms. Heidemarie Wieczorek-
Zeul, Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development of Germany, and Mr. 
Hildebrand Diehl, Lord Mayor of Wiesbaden. Both greeted the assembly with a warm 
speech, emphasising the valuable contribution rescue dogs make to the society, and 
wishing the participants a successful meeting. The event was also covered by the media, 
with a broadcast from the Workshop transmitted on the TV on Sunday.  

The Workshop podium consisted of Mr. Wolf R. Dombrowsky from the University of Kiel, 
Mr. Wolfgang Zörner, President of IRO, Mr. Martin Gut, Member of  IRO Board, Mr. Robert 
Young, interpreter, and Mr. Otto Lanz, Member of IRO-Board. 
 
Mr. Wolfgang Zörner opened the Workshop wishing everybody a warm welcome. He told 
about the comments made in INSARAG's meeting in Singapore last autumn about the 
differences in the standards of the rescue dogs, with some dogs displaying rather 
insufficient capabilities in the missions.  INSARAG has commissioned IRO to define the 
criteria according to which a dog could be accredited for international rescue missions. 
This was the purpose of the Workshop, as had been indicated in the invitation. 
 
The programme started with a presentation given by Mr. Martin Gut, Headquarters 
Adjutant, titled ”Comparison of submitted mission readiness tests.” His material was based 
on the 12 replies received by IRO to the enquiry sent to 49 organisations concerning the 
tests performed by the organisations to screen the dogs for international missions. Mr. Gut 
had drawn up a clear overall presentation of the rules and regulations described in the 
replies. He emphasised that the purpose of the presentation was not to be a ranking of the 
tests.  
 
Mr. Gut's presentation was a thorough analysis of the replies. He had gathered information 
about e.g. the duration of the test, judges, the size of the disaster area, the number of 
searches, the duration of search work, the number of figurants, and special features. 
In addition, some participants presented to the meeting their national mission readiness 
tests of rescue dog teams for international missions.  
 
A few model tests were briefly demonstrated in the meeting. The fact that these tests 
represented not only European but also other organisations from e.g. Colombia, New 
Zealand and Singapore, increased the significance of the demonstrations. 



 
In his conclusion, Mr. Wolf R. Dombrowsky who acted as the Workshop Moderator noted 
that the presented tests can be used as a basis in defining the final test system.  
 
With so many different viewpoints and experiences represented in the Workshop, the 
discussion was very lively. Naturally different geographical and climatic conditions also 
influence the views of the various organisations. One thing everybody agreed on is that the 
main task of rescue dogs is area search, about 80%, and only 20% involves disaster 
search. The task at hand was to draw up the requirements for disaster search. 
The Workshop proceeded under Mr. Wolfgang Zörner's competent leadership with 
knowledgeable and experienced delegates presenting grounds for their views. This 
provided a wide and versatile basis for the fine-tuning of the test requirements to produce 
a comprehensive overview. The judges officiating at the test events shall be experienced 
judges, and one judge should preferably be invited from a different organisation/country. 
 
Mr. Martin Gut will prepare a comparison between the national rules and regulations 
presented in the meeting and the  standards produced by the Workshop. This will allow the 
analysis of the accreditation bases applied by the different organisations to dogs eligible 
for international missions. This standards specifiy the minimum requirements and the 
organisations may define more thorough test procedures for their national accreditation 
process. 
 
The proposal for the Mission Readiness Test will be delivered to all participants of the 
workshop  by the end of March, at the latest, with a request for comments by the end of 
April. IRO will forward the results to INSARAG by the end of May. A proposal will also be 
submitted to INSARAG to discuss the test procedure in the INSARAG Team Leaders' 
Meeting in Tallinn in the autumn of 2005.  
 

  



Workshop on behalf of INSARAG, Wiesbaden - 2005 

Organisation Name Address Nat Code Place
IRO - Präsident Herr Dr. Wolfgang Zörner Lichtenberg 64 A 4161 Ulrichsberg 
IRO - Vizepräsident Herr Sven Wergard Ogardsvag 87 S 51500 Viskafors 
IRO - Vizepräsident Herr Univ. Prof. Dr. Dusan Necak Vojkova 71 SLO 1000 Ljubljana 
IRO -Einsatzreferent Herr Otto Lanz Hintergasse 172 CH 4938 Rohrbach 
IRO -Pressereferentin Frau Astrid Laner Stegener Straße 1 I 39031 Bruneck 
IRO - Vorstand Frau Sirpa Pellikka S u o n t a k a FIN 03400 Vihti 
IRO - Vorstand Frau Helena Sabatova Stroupecseka   1575 CZ 438 01 Zatec 
IRO – Sekretariat Frau Christiane Geritzer Strohdorf 4 A 3232 Bischofstetten 
SKV – Feuerwehr KHD Wien Herr Peter Schüler Fasangarteng. 40/4/8 A 1130 Wien 
ÖHU-Suchhundestaffel Herr Alois Balog Badgasse 10 A 4800 Attnang-Puchheim 
IRO - Arbeitsgruppe Einsatz Herr Martin Gut Sägeweg 6 CH 3325 Hettiswil 
IRO-Dolmetsch Herr Robert Young Rütimeyerstrasse 46 CH 4054 Basel
BRH  Deutschland Herr Präsident Helmut Haller Karpfenweg    5 D 63110 Rodgau 
Verein f. Deutsche Schäferhunde Herr Walter Hoffmann Schlachthofstrasse 41 D 44649 Herne 
Svenska Brukshundklubben Herr Birger Andersson B o x        2050 S 12327 Farsta 
BMI Herr Viktor Wohlfart Herrengasse 7 A 1014 Wien 
ÖHU Herr Christian Gehmair Anzengruberstrasse 1 A 4800 Attnang-Puchheim
Führungsstab d. Armee, J3/5 Herr Dieter Ruf Papiermühlestrasse 20 CH 3003 Bern 
D-A-CH Kerngruppe Herr Edi Bucher Obermattweg 3 CH 3415 Hasle-Rüegsau 
SZBK Frau Lenka Knolova K. H. Macky 369 CZ 43401 Most
Fire and Rescue Service CZ Herr Roman Francl Kloknerova 26, PO Box 69 CZ 14801 Prag 414
Fire and Rescue Service CZ Herr Tomas Hradil Kloknerova 26, PO Box 69 CZ 14801 Prag 414
Fire and Rescue Service CZ Herr Gustav Hotovy Kloknerova 26, PO Box 69 CZ 14801 Prag 414
Feuerwehr 370310 Wiesbaden Herr Andreas Quint Kurt-Schumacher-Ring 16 D 65195 Wiesbaden
Disaster Relief Team Frau Annika Maria Himanen Kämara willage, Laeva parish EST Tartumaa County 



Disaster Relief Team Herr Urmas Saupold Eha Str. 7 EST Rapla  
Finnish Rescue Finland Frau Stina Vane-Tempest Anjankuja 2 F 48 FIN 02230 Espoo
Finnish Rescue Finland Frau Päivi Ikonen Anjankuja 2 F 48 FIN 02230 Espoo
NRH  Herr Knut Fredheim Skogveien 42 N 9360 Bardu
NRH  Herr Arne Andreassen Övreveien 9 N 9300 Finnsnes
NRHB Herr Willem Izeboud Diedenweg 18 NL 6717 KT Ede
USAR NL Herr Leendert Amersfoort Engelandlaan 374 NL 2711 DZ Zoeterneer
USAR NL Herr Kees Breijer Engelandlaan 374 NL 2711 DZ Zoeterneer
NZ USAR Search Dog Assoc. Herr Matthew Dodd 6 Francois Heights, Enner Glynn NZ Nelson 
Ministry for Emergencies Belarus Herr KOVALEWSKIY Andrei 5 Revolutsionnaya Str.  RUS 220050 Minsk 
Ministry for Emergencies Belarus Herr KRAKOUSKI Ihar 5 Revolutsionnaya Str.  RUS 220050 Minsk
SBK Herr Birger Larsson Anderstorp Pl 3321 S 54393 Tibro
Singapore Civil Defence Forum - SCDF HQ Frau Angelene Thia 91 Ubi Ave 4 SG 408827 DART Unit
Singapore Civil Defence Forum - SCDF HQ Herr Jeganesan Arichina 91 Ubi Ave 4 SG 408827 DART Unit
DVRPS Herr Franc Kogovsek Pod Vrbami 38 SLO 1000 Ljubljana
CANIS Herr Phil Haigh 18, Ingleborough Park Drive UK LA63AJ Carnforth 
BIRD Herr Bob James Craig Wen, Beddgelert, Gwynedd UK LL554NE Wales
Leicester Shire Fire Service Herr Christopher Pritchard Blue Watch, Southern Stn. Meridian Business Park UK
RAPID UK Herr Andy Harris 264 Innsworth Lane, Gloucester UK GL31EB Gloucestershire 
Fairfax Country - USAID Herr Garrett L. Dyer 4100 Chain Bridge Road USA VA 22030 Fairfax
L.A. County Fire Departement Herr Rory Rehbeck P.O. Box 5781 USA Ca 93539 Lancaster
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